FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
different sort of government Robespierre had to deal
with. Then the government, headed by Danton, had
been weak, vacillating, half-accomplice, now it was
composed of men schooled to action and definitely
hostile. Robespierre had prepared so little for action
that Hanriot was that morning peacefully lunching with
a relative at Saint-Antoine.
Saint-Just—whom the Convention had but recently
welcomed as a hero when he had returned from the
battle of Fleurus—sat silent and thoughtful He had
been up all night. Seated at a table in the conference
room of the Committee he had been writing the speech
with which he hoped that day to save the situation. The
speech, as we read it, seems so forceful, yet withal so
moderate and well-balanced, that had he been able to
deliver it, the effect might have been what he had
expected. It accused Billaud-Varenne and Collot d'Her-
bois, but did not ask their removal from the Com-
mittee. He wanted them to state their case publicly, and
expressed the hope that as a result of mutual explana-
tions better co-operation might prevail among the
members of the government. He likewise demanded
that six signatures be required to make an order of the
Committee valid. This would automatically break up
the virtual monopoly on government Billaud, Collot,
Carnot and Barere had come to exercise.1
Seated with Saint-Just in the conference room had
been Carnot, Barere, Lindet and Prieur (of the Cote
d'Or), themselves busily occupied. Suddenly the door
opened, and Collot, Billaud and several members of
the Committee of General Security entered noisily.
1 Lindet and Prieur (of the Cote d'Or) were technicians who
occupied themselves little with the actual government, but who,
when they did, sided with Robespierre's enemies. Jean-Bon Saint-
Andre and Prieur (of the Marne) were absent on mission.
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